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SUBJ: KENITRA FACILITIES

HAVE jUST RETURNED FROM MEETING WITH PRIME MINISTER WHO
SUMMONED ME TO DISCUSS US FACILITIES AT KENIT R A . HE ASKED ME
POINT BLANK. WHETHER USG CONSIDERED US FACILITIES AT KENITRA TO
BE BASE OR NOT. HE ADDED THAT JUDGING FROM PRESS REPORTS OF
SENATE SUBCOMMITTEE HEARING ON KENITRA' SENATORS CLEARLY CON..
SIDERED US FACILITIES AT KENITRA TO BE BASE. REPORTED ATTITUDE
OF EXECUTIVE BRANCH, pRIMIN MAINTAINED , WAS NOT CLEAR, AND IN
His VIEW EXECUTIVE BRANCH TESTIMONY COULD HAVE BEEN . MUCH
FIRMER.

2. HE NOTED THAT IN AFTERMATH PUBLICATION OF: HEARINGS THERE HAD BEEN
NO OFFICIAL STATEMENT FROM DEPARTMENT OF STATE NOR FROM EMBASSY
RABAT, AND MOROCCAN GOVERNMENT p THROUGH STATEMENT IN MAP(RABAT
48261, HAD BEEN ONLY OFFICIAL VOICE. TO DENY THERE US BASE IN
MOROCCO.

3. PRIMIN WENT ON TO SAY THAT FROM EVERY MOROCCAN EMBASSY
IN ARAB WORLD THERE HAD BEEN REPORTS OF LOCAL PRESS ALLEGATIONS

)	 OF US BASE IN MOROCCO AND. DEROGATORY ALLUSION TO CONNECTIONS
BETWEEN KENITRA. FACILITIES AND OPERATIONS OF SIXTH FLEET DETRI-
MENTAL TO ARAB CAUSE. ALL THESE BASED ON PRESS REPORTS OF
SENATE SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT.
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4* IN , THESE CIRCUMSTANCES, PRIMIN SAID, DOUBTS HAD ARISEN. IN
MINDS. OF. MANY MOROCCANS AS TO NATURE OF US PRESENCE, AT KENITRA*
iT WAS IMPORTANT TO HIM TO LEARN EXACTLY HOW USG REGARDED THESE
FACILITIES. IF WE REGARDED THEM AS, BASE, THERE WERE ESTABLISHED
TYPES OF AGREEMENTS WHICH GOVERNED . EXISTENCE OF BASES. IF WE
DID NOT REGARD FACILITIES AS BASE, WE SHOULD CONSIDER POSSIBLE
WAYS OF ATTENUATING NEGATIVE EFFECT OF RECENT PUBLICITY. HE
DESIRED AN EXPLICIT OFFICIAL (PRIVATE) STATEMENT FROM DEPARTMENT.

5. I SAID. I WOULD ASK FOR ONE, BUT COULD TELL HIM THAT WE DID
NOT CONSIDER KENITRA TO BE , A US BASE. US WAS USING FACILITIES
AT A MOROCCAN INSTALLATION THROUGH COURTESY OF GOMo THIS
HAD BEEN MADE CLEAR BY' EXECUTIVE'BRANCH TESTIMONY DURING.
CONGRESSIONAL. HEARINGS. STATE DEPARTMENT HAD RECENTLY BEEN

PREPARED TO DECLARE THIS PUBLICLY, BUT AS FAR AS I KNEW HAD NOT
HAD OPPORTUNITY SINCE NO JOURNALIST HAD POSED QUESTION. I
DESCRIBED DIFFERENCE . OF VIEW BETWEEN THE SENATE AND THE' EXECU-
TIVE BRANCH . OVER NATURE OF ARRANGEMENTS ABROAD TO BE SUBMITTED
TO SENATE; I EXPRESSED OPINION THAT EVEN IF PRESIDENT HIMSELF
HAD PUBLICLY DENIED EXISTENCE OF US BASE AT KENITRA, VIEWS OF
SENATORS TAKINQ OPPOSITE POSITION WOULD STILL HAVE BEEN GIVEN
WIDE PUBLICITY AND HAVE BEEN PICKED UP BY UNFRIENDLY R E GIMES
IN MIDDLE EAST. I ASKED WHETHER PRIMIN FELT EXPLICIT PUBLIC DECLARI
ATION NOW BY USG WOULD BE HELPFUL, ADDING THAT IT WAS MY IMPRESSION
THAT WITH REGARD TO STATEMENT BY EMBASSY RABAT, MR0 ZENINED OF
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION HAD AGREED WITH US THAT IT WOULD BE
PREFERABLE FOR EMBASSY SAY NOTHING SINCE STORIES RE KENITRA
wERE EMANATING FROM WASHINGTON* LARAKI REPLIED THAT HE
THOUGHT IT WAS TOO LATE TO RECTIFY SITUATION THROUGH PUBLIC
STATEMENT AT THIS TIME.

6. PRIMIN REFUSED TO BE. DRAWN OUT WITH REGARD TO WHAT ATTENU.

ATING STEPS MIGHT BE TAKEN. SHOULD DEPARTMENT'S RESPONSE
BE , THAT KENITRA FACILITIES ARE NOT US BASE. HE CONTINUED TO
STRESS THE AWKWARD POSITION WHICH GOM HAD BEEN PUT INTO BY
RECENT PUBLICITY, WHICH HE SEEMED TO CONSIDER MUCH MORE
HARMFUL THAN PRESS' STORIES IN JULY OWING 'TO FACT THAT IT BASED
ON PUBLIC OFFICIAL REPORT OF SENATE SUBCOMMITTEE. HE SPECIFI.

ALLY ALLUDED TO ONE SENATOR'S REPORTED STATEMENT THAT US
MIGHT SEND IN SOLDIERS' IF SAFETY OF AMERICANS AT KENITRA WERE
ENDANGERED.

Ui
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7. AT NO TIME DID PRIMIN BRING KING'S NAME• INTO CONVERSATION.

8. COMMENTs I FOUND THIS, INTERVIEW DISCONCERTING OWING TO
PRIMIN'S REFUSAL H TO BE FRANK WITH, REGARD TO WHAT WAS ON HIS
MIND. I AM CONFIDENT HE KNOWS. THE CIRCUMSTANCES SURRouND,

ING OU R PRESENCE AT KENITRA. IT IS UNFORTUNATE THAT OPPORTUNITY
APPARENTLY DID NOTARISE FOR DEPARTMENT TO ISSUE OFFICIAL DENIAL
RE' EXISTENCE OF' AMERICAN BASE IN MOROCCO AS GOM EVIDENTLY
FEELING VERY EXPOSED AT PRESENT.

9. I SUGGEST FOLLOWING ACTIONS:

A. DEPARTMENT TO SEND ME STATEMENT FOR COMMUNICATION
TO PRIMIN ALONG LINES THAT PROPOSED FOR PUBLIC USE IN STATE
.179653.

B. AT SAME TIME DEPARTMENT AUTHORIZE ME , TO CONVEY TO
LARAKI EXCERPTS FROM "cONFIDENTIAL' OPENING REMARKS BY ASSIS-
TANT SECRETARY NEWSOM TO SENATE SUBCOMMITTEE LAST JULY. I
WOULD SUGGEST CONVEYING STATEMENTS:BEGINNING SECOND PARAGRAPH
PAGE 2, ALL, OF PAGE 3, ALL OF PAGE'4 EXCEPT THE SENTENCE ABOUT
INTELLIGENCE FUNCTIONS, AND PAGE 5 DOWN TO LAST' SENTENCE FIRST

PARAGRAPH. IN ADDITION I WOULD INCLUDE FIRST PARAGRAPH PAGE 6
AND SECOND PARAGRAPH' PAGE 6 DOWN TO LAST SENTENCE.

C. ALTHOUGH PRIMIN SAID PUBLIC STATEMENT BY
DEPARTMENT NOW TOO LATE TO BE USEFUL, I BELIEVE THAT ONE MIGHT
BE HELPFUL AND SUGGEST THAT DEPARTMENT URGENTLY CREATE OPPOR-
TUNITY TO. MAKE STATMENT ALONG LINES PARAGRAPH 3 STATE 179653.

IO. I DO NOT KNOW WHAT MAY COME OF THIS; GOM MAY CALM DOWN
IF USG MAKES OFFICIAL STATEMENT: ON OTHER HAND GOM MAY WISH
TO COMPENSTATE'FOR AGGRAVATION OF:POLITICALLIABILITY OF' US
PRESENCE AT KENITRA BY SEEKING OBTAIN COMPENSATION IN SOME
FORM FROM US. SUCH COMPENSATION MIGHT CONSIST OF ADDITIONAL
ECONOMIC OR MILITARY ASSISTANCE, MORE LIKELY LATTER.
ROCKWELL
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